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Headline News

On October 1 2009, Wiscon-
sin became the 20" state to
become a full member of SST
(Streamlined Sales Tax). Also on
this date, no less than 574 sales
and use tax changes went into
effect, according to an article
on the Sales Tax Buzz Web site

(http://salestaxbuzz.org/).
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Customer-Requested Enhancements
In Sage MAS 90 Version 4.4

he Version 4.4 release of Sage MAS 90
and 200 ERP is just around the cor-
ner. Version 4.4 includes some major
customer-requested enhancements. Let’s take

a look.

The Customer Number field can be
expanded to 20 characters in Version 4.4.
Existing customers can continue to work
with the seven character customer number,
however if you have ever wished you could
put more intelligence into customer numbers
you will be able to do so with Version 4.4.
For example, if you work with organizations
that have a large number of locations, the cus-
tomer number could include the company
name, the store number, or city to assist you

in more quickly identifying a particular store.

Similarly, you will be able to expand the
Inventory Item Number field from the cur-
rent 15 characters to up to 30 characters.
Here again, if you have no need for a larger
item number and would rather save the real
estate on your screen, you can stay at 15. But
if you are like many businesses, you will be
pleased to be able to use the standard UPC
code for the item number, or to accommo-
date your vendors’ part numbers. You also
could incorporate the original part number of
a discontinued item when replacing it with a
new item, and add an additional extension to
associate the two items, thereby retaining the
historical information.

If you are a manufacturer, you can design

smart part numbers that allow staff and cus-

tomers to instantly recognize key materi-
als used in the manufacturing process of the
item. Smart part numbers also can include
information that informs personnel of recy-

cling or special handling requirements.

To streamline the physical count process,
in Version 4.4 the Quantity On Hand system
information will be printed on the worksheet
in the same sort order as what is in the system.
Space is provided for the employees to record
the physical item count alongside the system
information as they go through the ware-
house. When the physical count is complete,
you can set the system quantity as the default,
so that data entry personnel need only make
an entry when there is a discrepancy between
the system count and the physical count.

Because physical count is easier, you will be
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able to perform it more often to prevent over-
ordering, reduce obsolete inventory, and help
ensure that your sales staff has access to accu-

rate inventory information.

Companies using the Standard Cost
method typically do so because they have
raw material costs, or other costs, that fluc-
tuate and they only want to make adjust-
ments to their standard costs once or twice
a year. When making these changes, the new
Standard Cost Adjustment feature will sim-
plify the process by automatically calculating
and posting the change.

The number of decimal places in the
Quantity field in Inventory Management will
be increased to four, making it consistent with
the four decimal places in Bill of Materials.
Consistency throughout the system will help
reduce any rounding discrepancies when raw
materials are converted to inventory items.
Organizations using very small amounts of
raw materials in their products, such as ink in
pens, will be able to calculate usage and yields

with greater accuracy.

Organizations processing a large number
of drop shipments will gain some significant
efficiencies in Version 4.4. Additional selec-
tion criteria— Expired Order and Only With
An Open Status— make it easier to identify
the Sales Order from which you need to gen-
erate Purchase Orders. The new ability to
summarize by primary Vendor, and select to
either roll up all orders for the vendor into a
single PO or create individual POs for each

item will be a great time saver as well.

ZOOM IN

In Version 4.4 you can expand the customer
number to 20 characters, allowing you to add intel-
ligence to your customer numbers.

In Version 4.4 the Bill of Materials Inquiry
and the Where Used Inquiry will give you
a comprehensive and personalized view of
information with fewer keystrokes. From
within the inquiry screens, you will be able
to see everything related to the bill—its sub-
assemblies or components—without having
to go to another window, saving time and
streamlining the workflow. When using the
Indented option, the bill expands into a tree
view, so that you can see at a glance the rela-

tionship of the component parts.

In Version 4.4, a new Barcode Rejection
Maintenance task is added to simplify the res-
olution of import errors, such as invalid item
codes or insufficient quantity available in a
lot/serial item. Also, the Bar Code module will
be able to scan both Sales Orders and Sales
Order Invoices to support a variety of business
process workflows. The module will support
both existing scanning hardware and radio-fre-

quency handheld devices.
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Do you need to zoom-in to a certain level
every time you pull up a report in Preview
mode? With 4.4, each user will be able to set
a default magnification level, so reports auto-

matically display at the size needed.

By now we hope your organization is tak-
ing full advantage of BIE (Business Insights
Explorer) for powerful, easy-to-use inquiry
and analysis. Views added in Version 4.4
include Item Quantities by Warehouse,
Vendor History Purchases, Bill of Materials,
Component Where-used, and Open PO by
Vendor Name. Quick-click charts also will be
available for these new views.

With this release, four more modules are
being migrated to the Business Framework.
As we mentioned in the last newsletter, the
new Parallel Migration feature will greatly
simplify the upgrade process from Version
3.71 and above to Version 4.4. Please give us
a call to learn more about Sage MAS 90 and
200 Version 4.4. X

(( Tips & Tricks ))

Partially Disposed Assets Adjustment

For depreciation amounts in the

FAS Link to be correct after partially

disposing assets, you need to recalculate

depreciation as follows:

1.In FAS, depreciate the assets starting in
the period with the partially disposed
assets. Continue depreciating up to the
current period. For example, if an asset
was partially disposed of in October and
the current period is December, depreciate
the assets for October, November, and
December.

2. Expand FAS Link and Period End. Double-
click Period End Processing.

3. Click Proceed.

4. Click Preview. Accumulated depreciation
displays based on the revised basis instead
of the original basis.
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