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Headline News

In 2011, Sage will be hosting
a joint conference for both
customers and Sage business
partners, merging the former
Sage Summit customer confer-
ence and Sage Insights partner
conference.

Taking place at the Gaylord
National in Washington, D.C.,
the event will feature partner-
focused tracks July 10-13 and
customer-focused tracks July
13-15. You can learn more at

http://www.sagesummit.com/.
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Sage ERP MAS Intelligence Module

hen Microsoft announced the

retirement of the FRx financial

reporting software, which has for
many years been included with Sage ERP
MAS 90 and 200, Sage began searching for
a replacement. Sage ERP MAS Intelligence
has been identified as the ideal FRx replace-
ment solution for Sage ERP MAS 90 and
200. It provides powerful and easy to use
financial reporting, and it also can provide
Business Intelligence across your entire sys-

tem, including SageCRM and Sage Abra.

Excel has become the reporting and analy-
sis tool of choice for accountants and executive
management alike, so it made sense to choose
a reporting tool for Sage ERP MAS 90 that
is based on this familiar interface. Sage ERP
MAS Intelligence comes with a selection of
report templates to help you quickly and
effortlessly produce pre-formatted reports.
Then you can simply refine and expand your
reports using all the flexibility and power of
Excel. Sage ERP MAS Intelligence allows you
to spend more time focusing on analysis and

less time pulling data together.

Sage ERP MAS Intelligence is care-
fully integrated so that it already recognizes
the data structures within Sage ERP MAS
90. The software reads your data and auto-
matically knows your fiscal periods, chart

of accounts, detail transactions, and various

types of balances. As a result, you will quickly

be able to build your intelligence solution to

work the way you do.

The Dashboard Analysis report provides a
one-page summary of key business informa-
tion, featuring Top-N details on customers,
items, and expenses. View information both
textually and graphically to help with daily
and long-term planning. In addition, com-
parative Profit and Loss figures are displayed
for current month and financial year-to-date.
You can drill down to get further insight into

what makes up the numbers.

Sage ERP MAS Intelligence is organized

into several components, similar to that of
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the FRx system it replaces. The components
are Report Manager, Report Viewer, Report
Designer, and the Connector Module. You can
mix and match the components to achieve the

level of functionality you require.

At the heart of the system is Report
Manager. This is where you create and edit
new reports, as well as filter and aggregate data.
Here you will find built-in report templates
that help you get a quick start using the sys-
tem. There are templates for financial reports
as well as Financial Analysis, Dashboard
Analysis, General Ledger Transaction Details,
Inventory Status, Vendor Purchases, and
Customer Sales.

With Report Manager it is a simple matter
to create your layout, set multilevel groupings
and consolidations, and add formulas where
you want them, all using intuitive selection
tools. You can even use “what-if” analysis to
instantly see the impact on an area of your
business by changing a set of values on your
reports. Report Manager includes flexible
security settings to allow you to set permis-
sions and protect sensitive data from unau-

thorized access or manipulation.

Report Viewer Licenses are available for
staff members who need to run reports, but
not create them. A Report Viewer License
allows you to view existing reports, including
the ability to filter data and change param-
eters such as date ranges. It also includes the

ability to drill-down through existing reports.

You can use Report Designer to author new
reports. When you have a Report Designer
license you can import data from external

sources to be included in your reports.

The Connector Module gives you access
to information from multiple data sources
and Sage ERP MAS 90 companies. With
this module you can produce consolidated
financial reports for multiple companies and
connect to and report on data from other
ODBC-compliant data sources, including
Sage Abra.

The Intelligence module will be available
for customers on Sage ERP MAS 90 and 200
Version 4.4 and Extended Enterprise Suite
Version 1.4. Customers on a current sub-
scription plan will receive, at no charge as a
replacement for their FRx license, a one-user
license for the Sage ERP MAS Intelligence
Report Manager. This license gives you the
ability to:

» Author new reports (organize, create, edit)
as well as filter and aggregate data based
on existing data containers.
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Run, edit, and clone the standard report
templates, including financial reports,
dashboards, financial trend analysis,
general ledger, sales, purchases, and
inventory transactional reports.
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Set security and permissions on all reports.
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Connect to one company database at a
time. If running two or more companies,
you can redirect the software as needed
to access data from your other company
codes or purchase an additional Report

Manger or a Connector license.

You can purchase the following advanced
capabilities to add to the basic Sage ERP
MAS Intelligence system:

» Import/Export functionality requires the
purchase of a Report Manager License,

Designer Module, or the Connector Module.
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Optional Report Scheduling requires the
purchase of an additional Report Manager
License, the Designer Module, or the
Connector Module.

» Connections to other types of databases
or more than one company database at a
time requires the purchase of a Connector
Module.
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Sage ERP MAS Intelligence comes with a graphical
dashboard that provides executives with a compre-
hensive view of the business.

Note that because Sage ERP MAS
Intelligence utilizes Microsoft Excel, you will
need to have Excel 2003 or Excel 2007. In
order to run the Report Designer, customers
will need Excel 2007.

Sage will not include FRx in the next
release of Sage ERP MAS 90 and 200 (4.5).
Sage will continue support of FRx as part of
previous releases, according to the published
Supported Versions Policy. Please give us a
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call with your questions.
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